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Abstract. The use of cloud computing and backend services have be-
come a rising necessity. With new technologies and the rise of serverless
computing, users have seen an ease on deployment of applications and
cloud management. Users can also take advantage of the emergence of
edge or fog computing paradigms to have lower latencies on their re-
quests. However, the pricing for cloud resources is set by cloud providers,
this can mean less advantageous pricing for users and sometimes even
the providers themselves.

In this work we propose a double auction based pricing where both users
and providers make bids and compete for cloud resources. In order to
achieve this, we present a new middleware node between users and edge
nodes, StockWhisk, that will serve as an auctioneer and delegate requests
from users to the edge nodes. This work is an extension of OpenWhisk*
and will expand upon the previous work of AuctionWhisk [4].
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1 Introduction

The use of serverless computing has been rising, as developers find it more attrac-
tive due to the reduction of cloud management costs and of work for application
deployment. Not only that, but Function-as-a-Service (FaaS) solutions can pro-
vide cost savings for application execution, depending on the use case, and are
specially used for bursty and on-demand workloads [10], and aiming at better
sustainability [20].

Many of the functions that run on FaaS have small execution times and are
prejudiced greatly by latency, there is a lot of research done on trying to reduce
latency of FaaS executions [8], [9].

In fog computing, edge nodes are the closest to end users which give the
benefit of lower latencies when users send their requests, one of the works ex-
tensively studied, AuctionWhisk [4], combines the use of fog computing [5] by
trying to bring FaaS computation closer to edge nodes.

The current price methods of FaaS are usually based on memory consumption
or execution duration [26] and are set by each provider, the user can only choose
which provider they use.

1.1 FaaS and edge pricing

Edge nodes have limited resources and in times of high demand the decision
needs to be made on which requests get the edge resources.

Similarly to computation in cloud nodes, the pricing is not dynamic. Ama-
zon for example, offers a similar FaaS pricing model for computation in edge
nodes?, this pricing is set by Amazon and does not change quickly according to
market demand. This way of pricing the service might be detrimental to users,
for example, if they want to take advantage of low demand time frames.

Likewise, Amazon and other cloud providers could benefit from higher profits
in moments of high demand.

A suggested alternative for pricing is to use auctions for cloud resources,
AuctionWhisk provided a decentralized auction system for computing nodes
where clients would compete through bidding on who got their request accepted.
Rejected requests would trickle down to the cloud, getting further away from the
edge, until they would be accepted. This provides an advantage to users who are
willing to pay more for the privilege of using edge nodes with lower latency.
Furthermore, users could now take advantage of times of lower demand to have
lower costs.

1.2 Shortcomings

Although AuctionWhisk demonstrated that it is possible to allocate resources
on the edge, the pricing model was not compared to existing ones, nor did

% https://aws.amazon.com/lambda/pricing/



they compare different pricings models. Auction-based systems, including those
designed for the edge, .e.g. [7,11] are not tailored to FaaS.

Furthermore, the type of auction used is a single auction, providers do not
compete for winning requests. The change for a double auction and different
auction mechanisms could prove beneficial to maximize providers’ revenues and
minimizing the users’ costs.

Lastly, if a user bids a low value, their request could take a long time until it
finds an accepting processing node, this added latency could make it costly for
users that need requests to be handled as soon as possible.

1.3 Objectives

The goal of this work is to introduce a double auction mechanism for cloud
request allocation at the edge. We try to achieve this by introducing an extension
to AuctionWhisk and in tandem OpenWhisk, called StockWhisk. In order to
achieve this we will work as follows:

1. Research the state of the art, current implementations and technologies of
FaaS, edge computing and auction theory.

2. Design and implementation of StockWhisk, bringing a double auction mech-
anism at edge cloud, by extending the existing AuctionWhisk and creating
a more centralized middleware that sits between clients and edge nodes.

3. Evaluate the made solution using the metrics and workloads mentioned in
Section 4, in order to check if our solution is efficient, fulfills requirements
and meets expected results.

1.4 Document organization

This work has the following structure:

— Section 2 is a study on current state of the art on FaaS and auctions.
Section 3 presents the proposed architecture, Stock Whisk.

— Section 4 provides the evaluation methodology to be used.

Section 5 provides some final remarks on the work.

— Appendix A is the planning for the development of StockWhisk.

2 Related Work

In this section we will study the current state of the art in order to better
implement our solution. Section 2.1 explains how FaaS works and how it is used,
with a little insight on edge computing. Section 2.2 provides an insight on the
type of auctions and mechanisms that exist. Finally, Section 2.3 showcases two
examples of double auctions used in computer networks and their results.



2.1 Function-as-a-Service and edge computing

As time went by and technologies matured, we have seen a distancing from the
traditional methods of providing servers and backend services for applications
and a rise in use of new ones®. With the introduction of Infrastructure-as-a-
Service, users are provided with instances with Virtual Machines where they
choose the full software operation within them. Users can rent a variety of in-
stances, paying more or less depending on the amount of resources they hold,
e.g. CPU cores or RAM size. In the end, the user will pay for the instances they
allocate and the resources they hold. Although the cloud provider removed the
hassle of physically managing the servers, it is still up to the developers, through
these Virtual Machine instances, to manage most software components, mainly
load balancing and scaling methods.

The first major provider of this type of architecture was the Amazon Elastic
Compute Cloud (EC2)? provided in Amazon Web Services in 2006, this service
is widely used today and other providers have since joined the market, such as
Azure from Microsoft®, Google Cloud®.

With these developments, more engineers were needed that were specialized
in managing these cloud services, depending on the application, load balancing
and auto scaling might prove to be non trivial challenges when the goal is to
minimize costs and maximize efficiency.

Action 1> JSON

Fig. 1. OpenWhisk Programming Model [1]

In order to further remove this responsibility of cloud management from the
user, cloud providers like the ones mentioned above, or the open source Apache
OpenWhisk”, vizualized at Figure 1 offer a different service model, Function-as-
a-Service. In FaaS, the auto-scaling and runtime environment are handled by the
cloud provider. The developer only needs to worry about producing a function
that will be run on this environment. First triggered by some event, like a storage

3 https://www.datadoghq.com/state-of-serverless/
* https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/

® https:/ /azure.microsoft.com/

5 https://cloud.google.com/
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update, the request with the desired function to run is sent to the environment
and the function is loaded into it. After it is run, the result is then sent back and
all the resources on this environment are freed. One drawback of FaaS is that
running operations are stateless, meaning that they have no memory on their
own. After the operation is done, for most use cases, there needs to be another
form of storage where the result can be sent.

In fact, by studying how FaaS is being used by cross examining papers [10],
it was found that 61% of FaaS applications are used in conjunction with storage
services and 48% with databases. Only 12% of apps are standalone, meaning
that most FaaS implementations are only parts to bigger systems and used for
more specific cases.

Maybe due to this use of FaaS and because of its advantages to scalability,
it is no surprise to see that 84% of its use cases are for bursty workloads. In
tandem, 86% are triggered on demand calls as FaaS advantages shine with its
great ability to auto-scale and with the reduction of overheads in high volume
requests due to warm starts i.e. the environment already being set up for the
function.

It is interesting to see however the remainder of applications that correspond
to scheduled triggering, proving that FaaS is also versatile in the way it is used.
About half of these scheduled events are for operations and monitoring functions,
automating management and DevOps pipelines.

Although FaaS is typically thought out to be used for single function pur-
poses, these can be stacked and connected, creating what’s called serverless work-
flows. Most of these workflows are still relatively small however, 72% being less
than 10 functions, and half of them are sequential in nature.

One of the main issues with FaaS is the need for low latency. Some functions
are small and have very low execution times, like HT'TP requests, by having high
latency these requests spend a high percentage of their lifespan not in execution.
A big issue that causes latency in FaaS is the way the execution starts, since
the idea of FaaS is that providers manage the environment. This environment
might not be ready to receive the function, with a runtime (like JVM for java
applications) having to be loaded on demand on the container, this is called a
cold start and adds a significant amount of latency. Generally, a container keeps
a runtime for some time so it does not need to load it again, should further
requests for that runtime be received. However, it discards this runtime should
a different function arrive, that needs resources, or a certain amount of time has
passed.

To combat this issue, Catalyzer [8] saves a checkpoint image from a func-
tion instance. Furthermore, it introduces a new function sfork that copies the
environment of another sandbox instance without the application specific data.

Photons [9] presents another solution where functions share the same run-
time, Photons manages to keep information private in the application layer with
locking primitives and unique identifiers. Photons also reduces the memory used
since there is no longer a need for all applications to load their own environment.



Another way to reduce latency is to have functions run closer to end users, as
Varshney et al. [27] put it, Fog computing is a “resource layer that fits between
the edge devices and the cloud data centers, with features that may resemble
either.”. Although edge nodes (devices) offer advantages over latency, they have
limited resources, significantly less than what the classic cloud nodes can provide,
and as such their availability is not always guaranteed [5].
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Fig. 2. FaaS backend of a coca-cola vending machine

Demonstrated by two real world use cases of FaaS, different motivations
result in different uses and approaches for the architecture. On the one hand,
Coca-cola’s vending machine backend, Figure 2, has the goal of minimizing costs,
with a simple and straightforward one function only implementation.
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Fig. 3. Airbnb’s StreamAlert, using a FaaS workflow

On the other hand, AirBuB’s stream alert’s, Figure 3, goal is to minimize
operational overheads, it encompasses a small, but complex workflow, having
more than 2 functions within it.



2.2 Auctions

An auction is a way to sell goods without initially setting the price of said goods,
instead, the buyers are the ones that set the good’s price by competing with each
other during the sale. The most commonly known being the ascending auction,
where buyers offer bids, which are offers to the good being sold, openly, the one
that offers the highest value wins the auction and so, the good being sold.

Auctions have been present in human history for a long time, first recorded
in Greece, detailing the sale of wives in Babylon, it was later widely used by the
Romans [18] when selling their spoils of war. Although after Roman times they
were much less common, they saw a resurgence in pre-modern history in England
with candle auctions [21]. In a candle auction, a candle is lit and the auction
ends when the candle expires and the fire is out. It was made this way so no
buyer really knew when the auction would end, the expiring of the candle signals
the end of the auction and therefore the last bid made when the auction ends,
is the winning bid. Since the first known auction house opened in Stockholm,
Sweden in the 17th century, more auction houses have opened up throughout the
world. Auctions have seen a great rise in usage in modern times, governments
using them for the sale of a variety of goods, such as treasury bills, contracts
and mining rights. With the appearance of the world wide web and online sales,
auctions followed, perhaps the most known example being with Ebay.com where
sellers can post their items for sale online in an ascending auction.

2.2.1 The four basic Types

Although many different types of auctions exist, there are four basic types
of auctions. [13]

The english auction. As mentioned before it is also known as the ascending
auction. In this auction buyers make bids for the item being sold, continuously
rising the bid price as they compete against each other. The auction ends when
noone else makes a bid over the previous one. The winning bid pays the bid
amount and gets the item.

The dutch auction. Also known as descending auction. In this auction a
high price is announced by the seller, this price is brought down little by little
until a buyer makes a bid, this first bid being the winning bid. This type is
usually faster in concluding the auction, as there is only one bid being made.
Similarly to the english auction, all bidders have information on each other’s
bids, or rather, lack of bids.

The first-price sealed-bid auction. For this auction, buyers make one and
only one bid in secret. All bids are revealed at the same time and the highest
one wins. Contrary to the previous two auction, buyers have no information on
each other’s bids as the bids are secret.

The second-price sealed-bid auction. Also known as Vickrey auction, it
is similar to first-price sealed-bid auction, all buyers make a bid in secret and
these bids are revealed at the same time. However, although the highest bid is



the winning one, the amount the buyer needs to pay for the item is not his own
bid, the highest, they pay the amount on the second highest bid instead.

So far all of these auction types share one thing in common, there is either
only one seller or, if there is more than one item being sold, there is no direct
competition between sellers. One auction type that changes this and provides
not only competition among the buyers, but also among the sellers is the double
auction.

2.2.2 Double auction and mechanisms

In a double auction, the buyers aren’t the only ones making bids, the sellers
make bids as well, competing with each other. Whereas the buyers compete to
see who offers the most for a certain good, the sellers compete to see who is
willing to receive the least for their offered good. This creates a rather complex
market where bids are made from all sides, with one example of a double auction
being the stock exchange.

Finding the payment price for a double auction is not a trivial task, Myerson
and Satterthwaite provide four requirements that a perfect economic mechanism
design should accomplish [19]. These four requirements are as follows:

1. Individual Rationality (IR). None of the participants should lose from
participating in the auction, to be more precise, no buyer should make a
payment (p) higher than his bid (b) and no seller should receive payment
lower than their asking price (s). In summary, p < b and p > s.

2. Balanced Budget (BB). Either a Strong Balanced Budget (SBB), where
the auctioneer does not win or lose any money with the trades, or a Weak
Balanced Budget (WBB), where the auctioneer does not lose any money
with the trades but might win some.

3. Incentive compatibility (IC). The best strategy for all participants should
be to report, for a bid or asking price, the true value of the good. There should
be no advantage to one participant if they knew the other participants bid
values beforehand; therefore their bid should not change regardless of their
knowledge of other participants intents.

4. Pareto efficiency (PE). After trading has concluded, the goods should be
in the hands of the participants who valued them the most.

However, their own findings show that a perfect mechanism is impossible
to achieve, this is called the Myerson—Satterthwaite theorem, as at least one of
the requirements ends up being violated. Therefore, when conducting a double
auction one must take this into account and pick the mechanism to employ,
choosing carefully which requirements will be broken.

Babaioff and Nisan [3], provide a good summary on how different mechanisms
work and how the payment values are found for each one. Commonly across them
however, at the start of the double auction each participant begins by reporting



their bid values, a seller ¢ reports their good’s cost .S;, which might be different
from their real cost s;, likewise each bidder ¢ reports a bid B;, which might
be different from their real value s;. Then, in order to find the payment price
p we first need to find the supply and demand curves, we do this by sorting
the asking price bids from the sellers, S; < S; < S3... and the same for the
buyer’s bids, By > Bs > Bs.... If the participants reported their true values
then the maximum efficient trade quantity [ is the largest index where B; > 5.
All participants that do not satisfy this condition do not trade in the auction
and have a payment of 0.

For a k-double auction a parameter k is chosen, where k € [0, 1]. This value
is then used to find the payment price: P = k- .S; + (1 — k) - B;. The payment
value is, therefore, always inside the interval [S;, Bj]

For example, for the -double auction, P = 1.5, + 1. B, = 8B | this
mechanism is also called the average mechanism.

Although this mechanism satisfies the other requirements, it falls short on
incentive compatibility. The participants dominant strategies are not to be truth-
ful, in fact, due to the way the payment method is calculated, a buyer has an
advantage by reporting an untruthful value lower than the true one, likewise a
seller’s dominant strategy is to report a value higher than the true one. Despite
this shortcoming, this mechanism has still shown to have good results in some
situations [24].

One mechanism that aims to satisfy the incentive compatibility requirement,
aiming for all participants to report their true values, is the Vickrey-Clarke-
Groves (VCG) mechanism. In this mechanism, the trade quantity is also max-
imized at [, but the payment value is different between the buyers and the
sellers. The sellers receive payment pg = min(S;+1,B;) and the buyers pay
pp = maz(S;, Bj+1), this insures that reporting a non true value is not a dom-
inant strategy, as the payment will be the report of the other side and the
participant might run the risk of not trading at all.

The shortcomings of this mechanism lie exactly on this payment difference,
since the buyer pays a value that is lower than what the seller receives, pg < pgs,
the trade runs at a budget deficit, not satisfying the balanced budget condition,
the auctioneer would have to subsidize the trade.

Due to this budget deficit and other constraints [23], VCG mechanism is
generally not practical, rarely being used outside theoretical experiments. A
more practical and still truthful mechanism is the Trade Reduction (TR)
mechanism, with it, we forego on efficiency, with /-1 units being traded. Payment
is simply decided by the values reported by the Ith participants, these will be
different for buyers and sellers, with pg = B; and ps = ;. Since B; > S, despite
having a weak balance budget, the auction does not have a strong balanced
budget, there is a budget surplus. This surplus can either go to the auctioneer
or be used to pay for additional costs, for example, the cost of moving the items
across locations.

By foregoing the ”last” [ trade we can achieve truthfulness, the participants
up to I-1 have no incentive to not being truthful since it will not change their
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paying price and [th participants do not trade, hence they have no incentive of
reporting a different value either.

McAfee provided an extension to the TR mechanism in order to sometimes
have no efficiency loss [17]. In a McAfee mechanism we first see if the payment
value p = % is viable for the [ buyer and seller, meaning, if p € [S;, By].
If so, | trades are conducted with payment p, otherwise, a regular TR auction
is conducted. Although McAfee’s mechanism offers an improvement, it might
not always be applicable and when not so it suffers from the same shortcomings
as TR.

A different approach to mechanism design is by having a random factor
built into it. In the o Reduction mechanism, a fixed value 0 < o < 1 is set,
then the auction has a probability of « of proceeding with a TR mechanism
and a probability of 1 — a of proceeding with a VCG mechanism. Since both
mechanisms employed are incentive compatible, @ Reduction is as well. Its
budget balance and its efficiency vary depending on the mechanism employed
and the value of a.
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Fig. 4. Revenue/Efficiency tradeoff simulations of different mechanisms, using 25 buy-
ers and 25 sellers [3].

2.3 Auctions applied to computer networks

As previously mentioned the use of auctions evolved with technology, being used
in computer networks around the world, many stock markets of the modern age
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are digitized. In order to accomplish these digitized auctions successfully one
must analyze the platforms they are held on. The way participants communicate
and to who must be considered, as well as the software tools used for it as well
as the constraints they might have.

Researchers are turning to auctions in a variety of studies of software markets
to see if they bring an advantage to these markets.

2.3.1 P2P auction market for Transactive Energy systems

Khorasany et al. [15] propose an auction solution for transactive energy
systems, held through peer-to-peer (P2P) networks, their decentralized nature
makes having an auctioneer more difficult. In this case, the auction should have
a strong budget balance, with no surplus or deficit.

In their proposed framework they have four layers, demonstrated in Figure 5.
The decision making layer is where participants make their bids, there is a market
data center which monitors network constraints which in turn is connected to
Distribution System Operator. At the business layer energy related services are
handled in an unregulated environment. The cyber layer contains smart meter,
data centre and all communication infrastructures. Finally the component layer
contains all the used hardware components distributed across the grid.

DECISION MAKING LAYER

Seller Buyer P2P Platform P2P Data centre
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Fig. 5. Energy trading framework in distribution network [15].

In this framework, the network is divided in blocks, these blocks depend
on the connections between participants, each auction is held per block. One
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participant can trade energy with multiple participants, there is not an one on
one trade restriction, and provided they are in the same block, they do not pay
any additional fees to transfer energy. For auction purposes different bids coming
from the same participant counts as coming from a different participant, so it is
easier to do a supply and demand curve of the bids.

There is a three step process to the auction. Determination of participants,
allocation of energy shares between participants and finally payment discovery.
The allocation phase is done through a ”greedy” algorithm [2] and participants
have the option to participate in a fractional or non-fractional manner, meaning,
they can choose to trade a lower volume of energy than their bid if the full
amount is not possible, as based on the fractional knapsack problem [12]. This
is the main difference between already existing mechanisms, and the fractioned
trade insures a better trade efficiency.

Arrange sellers in ascending order and buyers in descending order

1:

2 for j starts from / to K do

3 for i starts from / to L do

4: if q; < x; then

5: qj = q;and update x;

6 else if g; > x; AND j # K then

7 Addxi tllqu Sin

8: q;j = gjand update x;

9: else if g; > x; AND j = K then

10: if g < Yf=, x; then

11: qk = qgand update x;

12: else if g, > Y'¥_, x; then

13: qx = 0 if buyer is non-fractional
14: gr = XL, x;if buyer is fractional
15: end if

16: end if

17: end for

18: end for

19: The (x{, q;) is achieved.

Fig. 6. Allocation algorithm from buyers’ perspective [15].

There are two possible algorithms, one that will run from the buyers’ per-
spective, shown in Figure 6 ,and another for the sellers’, depending on the trade
volume from each side. If the total demand for energy from the buyers’ side
is greater than the energy offered by the sellers’ the allocation algorithm is run
from the buyers’ perspective and the last buyer will make the fractional decision;
if the sellers’ is greater, then the algorithm is run from the sellers’ perspective
and the last seller will make the decision. If they are the same, both algorithms
will have the same result no matter which one is run.
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For payment discovery a proposed mechanism is used, it is similar to average
mechanism, but instead of setting the price for all trades as the average of the
buyers’ and sellers’ [ index bid and offer, the price is specific to each trade. The
price will be set as the average of bid and offer of that specific trade, making
the payments different across trades. The goal is to maximize the total revenue
and cost saving (TRC) of all participants.

A simulation was created with 16 participants, 8 buyers and 8 sellers. Differ-
ent payment mechanisms were used and compared. Some single auction payment
methods recognized by the energy market were also tested, these were uniform
price, Vickrey, Pay as bid, and Generalized second price auctions.

[}

Uniform price
Pay asbid
Vickrey

Generalized second price
Average mechanism

VCG mechanism

Trade reduction

Proposed method

TRC

MTI
Revenue of sellers
Cost saving of buyers

Fig. 7. TRC and MTI results of each auction type types [15].

Represented in Figure 7, the proposed mechanism shows the best results.
In terms of TRC it is beaten by the VCG mechanism, but this mechanism is
not viable in this market due to not having a strong balanced budget. The only
compared double auction mechanism with strong balanced budget is the average
mechanism and it has a Market Tendency Index (MTI) very close to 1, meaning
that the trades are only very slightly skewed, but the proposed mechanism beats
it by having a MTT of 1 with no favor to buyers nor sellers. Similarly to VCG,
the trade reduction mechanism is not SBB, additionally it had a lower TRC due
to having a lower trade volume.
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The other payment methods are skewed to one side of participants. On the
one hand, for Pay as bid, uniform price and the Generalized second price meth-
ods, the MTI has a value lower than 1, being more favorable to sellers. On
the other hand, Vickrey’s MTI value was higher than 1, being more favorable
towards buyers.

This study shows that having a double auction mechanism in peer-to-peer
markets can be beneficial, both to buyers and sellers as shown by the good
MTT and TRC values of the proposed mechanism. However, it did not take into
account some practical problems like network constraints.

2.3.2 AuctionWhisk

The previously mentioned FaaS payment opportunities might not be the
most advantageous. As it was demonstrated previously, having an auction based
approach to payment may not only be better for buyers seeking cloud resources,
but also preferable to cloud providers as they can take advantage of higher
demand.

AuctionWhisk [4] is a proposed auction based extension for OpenWhisk, us-
ing first-price sealed-bid or Vickrey as payment methods, but they are considered
a surcharge and what really is evaluated are how the bids are handled.

AuctionWhisk is a solution for fog environments where clients send their
requests to the edge nodes, these requests have two bids attached to their exe-
cutable, one for storage of the executable and another for the actual execution,
a processing bid.

The edge nodes try to handle their requests, but if they are overloaded and
have no remaining space, they will delegate their requests to an intermediary
node, similarly, should the intermediary nodes run out of capacity, they will
delegate them to the cloud.

es s
. Remove less attractive
Store function on node
function(s)

Fig. 8. Deployment and storage process of a single function [4].
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The determining factor of which requests get to stay on each node is their
storage bid, Figure 8. Requests are ordered by their storage bid, when a node is
out of capacity and receives further requests it will compare the already stored
requests’ storage bids with the incoming ones, keeping the ones with the greater
value and offloading the others.

In order to check which of the stored requests is executed, the requests are
ordered by their processing bids, highest first, and scheduled while compute
capacity is left, requests that exceed this capacity are rejected and relayed to
the next node. This process can be visualized in Figure 9.

Fig. 9. Function execution process for a single node and a single function execution. [4].

Bermbach et al. [4] identify four main challenges of creating an auction so-
lution, which they tackle in the practical implementation of AuctionWhisk. To
note that a simulation in Kotlin was also made before the practical implementa-
tion, but we will only talk about the practical implementation as it is the most
relevant, since it should have closer results to a final commercial solution.

1. Auctions Arrive in Batches

The way requests are chosen for execution is only viable if requests arrive in
batches so the bids can be properly compared, in a more practical scenario
this would not be the case, as requests would come in arbitrarily and inde-
pendently. This would create a ”first come first served” scenario, as requests
would be run as soon as they arrived, provided there was enough capacity.

In order to solve this challenge two solutions were implemented. In the first
one, the controller creates a window of time, e.g. 1s, where it will not start
executions, it will instead wait and as more requests arrive they are auc-
tioned within this time window, the auction ending when the time window
ends. This solution presents another practical problem, however; due to re-
quests having to wait for the time window to end in order to be executed
or offloaded, there is an additional latency of half the time window, on aver-
age, which is unacceptable for a request with an execution time that is not
considerably larger than the time window.
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The second solution escapes a little bit from the auction concept, a new deci-
sion manager component is introduced in the controller that saves statistical
aggregates on bids encountered on a time window. With this information it
creates a baseline value that incoming bids must beat in order to be accepted,
those that cannot will be offloaded. Since this baseline value is constructed
according to incoming request information, it will change as the nature of
the requests change. For example, if this value is made using the average
bid value of received requests, it will rise if the requests’ bids start to go
higher, likewise if they start to drop, this baseline will also drop. Although
the constructed baseline is quick to adapt to changes there is still a small
delay to the changes where there might be some lost revenue for the provider
or risk of request offloading for some buyers. This solution is the one used
in the practical experiments.

. Calculating storage space

Estimating the storage space that each function needs is not a trivial task,
since their needs might be so different. Making a rule based on the number
of functions, although easy, is not practical. The problem on storage is only
exacerbated with the fact that most FaaS systems also store metadata that
grows in size over time.

The solution found was to set the per-function storage limit parameter of
OpenWhisk to it’s maximum value, 48MB per default, in this way all func-
tions have for practical purposes the same storage size requirements, the
maximum value. With this, a solution based on the number of functions in
the node is used, when a request arrives, if the node’s free space is larger
than the maximum per-function storage limit, the node accepts it into the
database. Otherwise, it will compare the lowest bid value’s request with the
new request’s and offload the one with the lowest value, storing the other.
This solution is not optimized, as there might be requests with a much lower
storage necessity than the maximum. However, since there was already a
need for a buffer due to meta data storage and due to function possible need
of temporary extra storage during execution, this was considered to be an
acceptable solution.

. Estimating Computational Costs

As it is for storage space, each function has a different need for computational
power. In existing cloud FaaS deployment models the number of functions
the node can support is estimated by dividing the node’s available memory
by the average of all requests’ memory requisitions, this leads to an overbook
of memory resources since it does not take into account the underlying needs
of running a function, such as the VM’s environment and other differences
in memory usage.

In addition to this metric an additional parameter to define time window
length and number of parallel requests that can be accepted during this
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time length is added to OpenhWhisk. With a bigger time window, some
requests will queued for a short period of time, with a shorter one, more
requests will be offloaded to the next node, even if there is still capacity in
the node.

This solution enables for a more detailed management of requests and re-
sourses, but it also increases the likelihood of breaking the isolation of func-
tion containers between parallel functions.

4. Next node towards the cloud

Due to the dynamic nature of fog environments connections between nodes
may change and with them the previous established routes. For a practical
implementation to be viable, nodes need to know the next node towards the
cloud and be resilient toward node failure and route changes. To achieve this
it was suggested to store the full path to the cloud on every node, but this
was was not implemented and it is assumed in the practical implementation
that nodes already know the routing towards the cloud.

One of the downsides of offloading requests is that there is a rare chance
no node has the function stored in it, the request would be therefore con-
tinuously offloaded towards another node until getting a high-latency error
message. This downside is acceptable due to its rarity and by not having to
store the information of all functions on every node.

The experiments were done using three nodes, edge node, intermediary and
cloud node. These nodes have higher available resources respectively and an
artificial latency was introduced between nodes, seen in Figure 10.

— i
A——

AuctionWhisk Deployment .

d
m
1l

Fig. 10. AuctionWhisk deployment with set node latency. [4].

In the first experiment the request latency of AuctionWhisk was compared
to one in a cloud-only deployment of OpenWhisk. As expected, as more requests
are sent, the higher the latency becomes more apparent after certain thresholds
of requests are passed. This is due to requests being offloaded to the next nodes
when each node becomes overloaded, this can be seen in Figure 11 by the sudden
slope rises followed by two ”plateaus”, which show how much each node tier can
sustain before offloading to the next one. We can also see that AuctionWhisk
handles requests at least as fast as the cloud-only deployment of OpenWhisk.
Proving that it can efficiently take advantage of edge nodes which are closer.
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Fig.11. CDF of AuctionWhisk vs cloud-only deployment of OpenWhisk for two dif-

ferent load levels. [4].

Another result of the experiments was that requests run closer to edge clouds
pay a larger amount than the ones run closer to the cloud. This is expected, since
the less desirable requests for a node, meaning the ones with lower bids, get
offloaded to the next node. This makes an interesting situation where developers
have the choice to pay more and have lower latency by having a higher chance
their requests are run on edge nodes or pay less with added latency, having their
requests run closer or in the cloud. This is true for both storage and processing
bids.

Although AuctionWhisk provided great results, the work did not test the
possibility of different auction mechanisms, specially the possibility of sellers
entering the market as players as well in a double auction. In fact, it strayed
away a little from the auction concept due to having the described metrics for
offloading requests. It also lacks adaptability in terms of the bids since these do
not change after deployment.

Other previous work on Auctions in distributed or edge computing scenarios
has only targetted allocation of VMs and containers and not Function-as-a-

Service, e.g. [11,16,7].

3 Proposed solution

In this section we present our proposed solution that utilizes the knowledge of
the research in the previous section to bring a double auction solution for FaaS
solutions at edge nodes.® This will be done with a new middleware node called

StockWhisk.

8 We identify the relevant issues of creating incentives to user participation in decen-
tralized systems as an orthogonal aspect, e.g. [22,6].
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3.1 Solution Design

In order to achieve better saving costs for developers seeking FaaS computing,
while at the same time trying to maximize revenue for cloud providers, we pro-
pose a Double Auction extension for AuctionWhisk, and in tandem, OpenWhisk.
We will call this solution StockWhisk

We present an additional middleware node between edge nodes and the client
devices that will serve as an auctioneer, Figure 12. This node’s purpose will be to
conduct double auctions in order to allocate the client’s FaaS functions to cloud
providers’ computing nodes. As it conducts double auctions, the middleware will
receive bids not only from the clients, but also from the providers’ nodes.

Fog

Core network

Intermediary

Middleware

Client devices

Intermediary

Fig. 12. Fog computing with the added middleware solution. Extended from [5].

As Bermbach et al. [4] have identified, there are some challenges to imple-
menting an auction approach to FaaS.

We will take advantage of their solution for storage space calculation. We
will assume that all functions require the per-function storage limit and handle
node storage capacity based on the number of functions. Each provider’s bid is
correlated to a function slot, there is no risk of a provider getting overloaded
since it will only send as many bids as its available space.

We will also keep AuctionWhisks method of estimating computational costs,
the general method of dividing the node’s available memory to the average mem-
ory requests of all functions will be complemented with the additional Auction-
Whisk parameter of a time window with number of parallel requests allowed in
it.

Whenever a function concludes execution and frees up space it will check
if it can compute another function and send another bid to the middleware,
becoming available to receive another request.

The middleware will handle load balancing, middleware nodes are static and
are known to all nodes using StockWhisk, StockWhiks will also keep routing
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paths to the cloud. Therefore, the previous routing problem for AuctionWhisk
is not present.

Since all connections pass through the middleware and computing nodes
also need to bid, the middleware will have knowledge about all available edge
computing power in its local group. Therefore, if a request cannot be matched
with a provider then it is assumed there is no way for that request to be accepted
on the edge, e.g. having an extremely low bid and is sent directly to cloud nodes
where it will be treated with AuctionWhisk rules.

In order to try to save on memory costs for the middleware, we will let a
node send a bid with an attached number of function slots, this way we avoid
storing multiple bids from the same node.

This has the drawback of not letting nodes change their bid and not adapting
to the market. To combat this, we will use an update function from the com-
puting node’s side which contains the old bid value or another variable®, a new
bid value and the number of bids to change, letting it change bid values at any
time. This update message can be sent according to some metric set by the node
operator, for example, if the node is over 50% capacity send an update function
changing the lowest value bids.

After receiving an update function from a node, the middleware will separate
the updated new value bids from the unchanged bids remaining with the old
value. If the old value in the update function variable does not exist inside
stored bids in the middleware for that node’s URL, the middleware will not
change anything. If the number of bids to change is greater than the number of
existing bids with that value, the middleware will simply update them all.

Buyer_bid:
URL Bid_value Executable
Seller_bid:
URL Bid_value Num_of_bids
Update_bid:
URL Old_bid_value | New_bid_value | Change_bids

Fig. 13. Contents of StockWhisk messages

3.2 Auction mechanism

Various double auction mechanisms will be tested. In order for a normal double
auction to happen, we would need to have a time window where we can agglom-

9 A variable that indicates change to the lowest stored bids for example
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erate the clients’ bids so we can sort them and create the supply and demand
curve. The sellers’ bids are easier, they still, but less, volatile, since during low
demand times we can sort their bids and use them later. Nevertheless, the prob-
lem persists that the supply and demand curve cannot be generated without a
time window delay which adds latency to the clients’ requests.

We propose a solution similar to the one used by Khorasany et al. [15]. An
average mechanism will be applied to each specific trade. From their results,
this should have good results in terms of MTI and TRC, which we will test and
evaluate against other auction types, further explained in the next section.

The middleware will sort the providers’ bids as they come and save them
sorted, then, when a client’s bid comes, it will match it with the closest lower
value from the providers’ sorted bids and relay the client’s message to the
matched provider. The middleware will then remove the provider’s bid in order
to not send another request to it. Like mentioned above, after the provider has
handled the buyer’s request it can send another bid to the middleware where it
will be inserted in the sorted group of seller’s bids. The insertion of new provider
bids in a sorted list and in tandem finding the best match for a client request
can be easily solved using a slightly modified solution for a search insert position
problem, which has a solution with time complexity of O(log N). In the future,
more complex algorithms can be studied to have a better time complexity to
further decrease latency for requests.

4 Evaluation Methodology

In this section we present the metrics, Section 4.1, and the workloads, Section 4.2,
that are going to be used to evaluate our proposed solution.

4.1 Metrics

We will consider a varied assortment of metrics from both a practical computa-
tional point of view, as well as an economic one.

— CPU utilization in edge nodes We will check the percentage of comput-
ing power utilized in the processing nodes to see how loaded they are.

— Memory utilization in edge nodes Similarly to the previous metric we
will measure memory utilization to see how much edge nodes are occupied.

— Average request payment We will check the average payment of requests
to see how prices fluctuate during execution.

— Request travel latency An important aspect of FaaS is the need for func-
tions to start being executed fast. We will measure how long it takes for a
request to go from the client node to the result returning to it, excluding the
execution time.

— Allocation time Inside the total latency, we will specifically measure how
long it takes for the middleware node to allocate a processing node to a
request. With this we aim to check if the used mechanism and algorithm for
allocation are appropriate.

22



— Allocation success rate On the one hand we will measure the percentage
of processing nodes’ bids that get a request paired to them. This is to measure
edge node utilization. On the other hand, we will also check the percentage
of requests that get allocated, even to cloud nodes. For both cases we want
the rate to be as high as possible, meaning that no request is unfulfilled, if
needed by using incremental approaches [25].

— Scalability Similarly to AuctionWhisk, we will progressively load the sys-
tem with more requests and see how performance progresses.

— TRC We want total revenue and cost savings to be as high as possible, the
higher this metric is the more advantageous the mechanism is economically
for participants.

— MTT With this metric we measure if the market is skewed towards one side
or the other, the closer to 1 it is the better, as a value of 1 means that neither
clients nor providers are getting a favorable outcome over the other.

4.2 Workloads

Although request functions are assumed to have they the same executable size,
their runtimes can be vastly different, as well as their resource utilization. Due
to this we will employ a variety of workloads to test the system, the first five are
also utilized to test Photons [9]. Experiments will be carried out in desktop and
server machines, as well as in cloud deployments or simulations [14].

— sleep(t) function This function has extremely low resource utilization.
With ¢ set to a minimum we can set this workload as a baseline of comparison
for the others.

— REST API (HTTP request) These function requests usually require
minimal resources and have a short execution time.

— File hashing We will hash files fetched from OpenWhisk’s CouchDB. High
memory cost, but lower CPU cost.

— Image Classification Fetching of an image from CouchDB and then per-
forming classification on it to simulate workloads of machine learning infer-
ence. This workload is very costly in terms of memory and CPU.

— Video transformation This is a very CPU and memory intensive work-
load. Each function processes a chunk of a video file, fetched from CouchDB
individually.

— Fibonacci sequencing This is a CPU intensive workload, with low memory
requirements.

5 Conclusion

In this work we presented a double auction solution for allocation of functions in
FaaS using a new middleware node called StockWhisk. We extend the already
existing AuctionWhisk [4] while adapting a double auction mechanism used for
energy trading that produced favorable results [15]. With this work we have the

23



goal of having advantageous prices for both clients and cloud providers when
trading cloud resourses in FaaS while still maintaining low latency for requests.
In our next work we will implement the proposed solution and evaluate it.
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